Alcohol, drugs, and violence in children's lives.
This chapter reviews the current state of knowledge concerning the interrelationship between the cycle of alcohol and other drugs (AOD) use and the cycle of violence. This issue is framed in terms of two questions. The first is the extent to which AOD use by the perpetrator is related to the perpetration of violence toward children, defined here as including both physical and sexual abuse. The second question is whether the experience of abuse during childhood is related to the subsequent development of the abuse of alcohol and other drugs. The review indicates that parental AOD abuse is related to physical and sexual abuse. However, because most perpetrators are not parents, the relationship is not yet clear. The data do support the link between experiencing childhood violence and the development of later AOD abuse. Theoretical explanations for each link are reviewed and mediating variables are identified. The review concludes with a presentation of methodological issues and the directions for future research.